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It's officially Helmerich Park
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When friends make plans to jog or play volleyball on the sandy stretch of land
pocked with weeds, they now can say, "See you at Helmerich Park."
Until today, the 67-acre tract at 71st Street and Riverside Drive had no name.
At an outdoor breakfast for about 50 people, Mayor Rodger Randle announced the
Park Board's decision to honor the man who conceived the public-private land
acquisition and raised the $2.25 million private share (which means $2.25 million
was PUBLIC MONEY), Walter H. Helmerich III, chairman of Helmerich & Payne Inc.
Randle also released names of 27 corporations and individuals, besides Helmerich,
who made the $4.5 million acquisition on June 4 possible.
"We are impressed with the kind of generosity of the people in this city," Randle
said. "We owe a special debt to Walter Helmerich for having been the leader."
Calling the acreage the "centerpiece of Tulsa's park system, "Randle said converting
the wild, undeveloped land into sports fields and park facilities will require a bond
issue.
He predicted development will not begin for at least a year, but said city workers
will soon start mowing the three-foot-tall weeds which flank the jogging trail on the
park's south side (A clear indication of the intended use).
The mayor said he envisions a classic approach to development, transforming the
vacant tract into south Tulsa's version of Mohawk Park on the north side. Mohawk is
characterized by mature trees, stone picnic shelters and also includes Tulsa Zoo and
a nature center. (In Mohawk Park, there are no retail outlets.)
Other contributors to the Helmerich Park fund will be acknowledged as the park is
developed, Randle said.
The land was purchased from First National Bank, which Helmerich serves as a
director. The bank had acquired the land from investors when they failed to develop
it after borrowing $13 million.
Randle said city officials are "still exploring" ways to acquire an additional 16 acres
which juts into the midsection of the half-mile-long Helmerich Park.

He said while the city is interested in another public-private pact for the land,
owned by Fourth National Bank, "no one has come forward with that offer."
The breakfast, catered by the Tulsa Club, cost $800. Private donations paid half, and
the city paid its $400 share from the Parks Department budget.
Besides Helmerich, the park donors (who should be given legal notice of the
pending sale for commercial use) are: Frank Irvin, Don Newman, Patti Wilson,
American Airlines, Bama Inc., Mervin Bovaird Foundation, H.A. and Mary K
Chapman Trust, Kimberly-Clark Corp., Harold and Joan Stuart, Mapco Inc.,
Occidental Oil & Gas Corp., Oklahoma Natural Gas Co. Phillips Petroleum, Public
Service Co. of Oklahoma.
Also, United Artists Cable, Sooner Pipe & Supply, State Farm Insurance, Sun Co.
Office Services, Sun Co., Sun Co. Refining & Marketing, Sun Credit Card Center, Sun
Pipeline, Sunoco Lube Service, Thrifty Car Rental, Tulsa World Publishing Co. and
the John Steele Zink Foundation.

