
 

 
The Smart Growth Tulsa Coalition believes Tulsa can substantially benefit by increased investments 

in the community through a renewal and extension of the highly successful Vision 2025 initiative. By 

carefully selecting projects and funding requests that are consistent with our comprehensive plan, 

leverage and protect our existing assets, improve Tulsans quality of life, offer a sound return on 

investment and serve a broad range of socioeconomic interests, we can build on and accelerate the 

existing momentum. 

We are convinced that voters are willing to make further investments if our elected officials and 

leadership make a compelling case that the above referenced conditions are met. First and 

foremost, taxpayers must be assured that their voice is heard in the process.  That is why we 

thought it would be a good idea to offer the survey, to inspire hope within the electorate.   

 

The survey is an example of what is commonly referred to as participatory budgeting, a process of 

democratic deliberation and decision-making, in which ordinary people help decide how to 

prioritize a municipal budget involved in the allocation of discretionary funds. It enables taxpayers 

to work with government to make the budget decisions that affect their lives. 

 

Obviously, the mayor and council retain legal authority to send funding propositions to a vote of 

the people – but when they make a political commitment to honor input from citizens, it will likely 

engage many more people who might otherwise be cynical about government.  Participatory 

budgeting can also help citizens gain a deeper understanding of complex political issues and 

community needs by asking them to walk in the shoes of their government.   

 

And politicians benefit by building trust and closer relationships with their constituents and 

community members.  We are confident that when citizens are given real responsibility to make 

budget decisions, they will tend to rise to the occasion, and think about the broader community. 

 
The Budget-Allocator platform was chosen as the vehicle to solicit input online.  We first shared a link 

to it in a newsletter to our members, then shared it with our Facebook followers. Since then, we have 

also sponsored Facebook ads promoting the survey to those who are new to our organization.  In 

addition, the survey has been covered by local mainstream media including the Tulsa World, The 

Frontier, KOTV, KTUL, FOX23, KRMG, Oklahoma Policy Institute and others, all of which have 

shared a link to the survey on their websites. And finally, many dozens of our Facebook followers 

have shared the link with their hundreds of Facebook friends. 

 
Dozens of survey participants have taken the time to express their appreciation for the opportunity to 

participate in the budgeting process in this way. We are equally grateful to them for responding to the 

survey and look forward to offering additional interactive digital surveys and discussions in the future. 
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